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Growing Up

Week Three: Childhood I
1. Infancy I

2. Infancy II 

3. Childhood I

4. Childhood II

5. Youth I

6. Youth II

Abbreviations Used

AC – Arcana Caelestia (Secrets of Heaven)
HH – Heaven and Hell

L J – The Last Judgment 

SS – The Doctrine of the Sacred Scripture
Life – The Doctrine of Life

Faith – The Doctrine of Faith

DP – Divine Providence
CL – Conjugial Love
TCR – True Christian Religion
SD – Spiritual Diary

SDm – Shorter Spiritual Diary 

AE – Apocalypse Explained
D. Love – The Divine Love

L Jp – The Last Judgment (posthumous)

Charity – The Doctrine of Charity
Glossary

celestial:
heavenly; the highest level of heaven; relating to love, as distinct from wisdom

conjugial:
of marriage, especially true marriage; “the conjugial” means the ideal and practice of true marriage

corporeal:
bodily; relating to body to the body; often implies selfish 

cupidity:
a craving or lust

fantasies:
deluded imaginings (usually negative)

genius:
inborn nature

proprium:  
What is or feels like one’s own; in an evil sense, what is one’s own apart from the Lord; related to selfishness 

recompense:  
repayment, reward

storge: 
From the Greek στοργη, pronounced stor'gee (like psyche), natural or instinctive affection, usually that of parents for their offspring

vastations:
hard experiences by which either good or bad loves or beliefs are stripped away, like temptations

Reading Number One: What age is “childhood”?

“And the little Child grew, and became strong in Spirit, filled full with wisdom; and the grace of God was upon Him” (Luke 2:40).
The first state is from birth to his fifth year; this is a state of ignorance and of innocence in ignorance, and is called infancy. The second state is from the fifth year to the twentieth; this is a state of instruction and of memory-knowledge, and is called childhood [and youth]. The third state is from the twentieth year to the sixtieth, which is a state of intelligence, and is called adolescence, young manhood, and manhood. The fourth or last state is from the sixtieth year upward, which is a state of wisdom, and of innocence in wisdom.

That the first state is a state of ignorance and also of innocence in ignorance is plain. During the continuance of this state, the interiors are being formed for use. Consequently they are not manifest, but only those most external things that belong to the sensuous man [are apparent]; and when these alone are manifest, there is ignorance…. 

That the second state is a state of instruction and of memory-knowledge is also plain. This state is not yet a state of intelligence, because at that time the child [or youth] does not form any conclusions from himself, neither does he discriminate between truths and truths, nor even between truths and falsities, from himself, but from others. He merely thinks and speaks things of memory, thus from mere memory-knowledge, and he does not see and perceive whether a thing is so, except on the authority of his teacher, consequently because another has said so (AC 10225:1, 3, 4). 

Goods of three kinds are signified by remains, namely, the goods of infancy, the goods of ignorance, and the goods of intelligence. The goods of infancy are those which are insinuated into man from his very birth up to the age in which he is beginning to be instructed and to know something. The goods of ignorance are what are insinuated when he is being instructed and is beginning to know something. The goods of intelligence are what are insinuated when he is able to reflect on what is good and what is true. The good of infancy exists from the man's infancy up to the tenth year of his age; the good of ignorance, from this age up to his twentieth year. From this year the man begins to become rational, and to have the faculty of reflecting on good and truth, and to procure for himself the good of intelligence (AC 2280:2; also 1906, 1738).

As regards the goods mentioned before… the case is this. The good of intelligence is the best, for this is of wisdom. The good which precedes it, namely that of ignorance, is indeed good, but as there is but little of intelligence in it, it cannot be called the good of wisdom. And as for the good of infancy, it is indeed good in itself, but still it is less good than the other two, for as yet there is not any truth of intelligence adjoined to it, and thus it has not become any good of wisdom, but it is only a plane for being able to become so. The knowledges of good and truth make it so that a man as a man becomes wise… (AC 2280:5).

It is with regeneration exactly as with man’s birth as an infant. His life is then very obscure; he knows almost nothing, and therefore at first receives only general impressions of things, which by degrees become more distinct as particulars are inserted in them, and in these singulars. Thus generals are illustrated by singulars, so that the child may learn not only the existence of things, but also what they are like (AC 848:3).

Questions and Thoughts for Reflection

The passage from Luke concerning the Child growing in spirit and filled with wisdom refers to the Lord. How often do you think of your children’s upbringing this way?

Remember that when Joseph and Mary found the Lord, He went down with them, and came to Nazareth “and was subject to them” (Luke 2:51). Think about the natural and spiritual responsibility of having children who are to be subject to us.

Think of the ages of those from kindergarten through third grade. Does that help reconcile the use of the term “infancy” as being up to 5 years and up to 10 years in the two passages?  

Do these passages (AC 10225 and 2280) indicate when formal learning/school should begin?

AC 848 says that children learn gradually. At first they have just general impressions, but these are clarified by particulars, and so they learn about things and what they are like. Can children have too many “things” and diverse experiences, so that they cannot really explore “what they are like”? What about the flood of impressions available through electronic media?
Reading Number Two: Learning

Then Manoah entreated the Lord, and said, O my Lord, let the man of God… come again to us and teach us what we shall do for the child who shall be born (Judges 13:8).
Infants and children are in celestial things more than adults because they are in love toward their parents, and in mutual love, and also in innocence…. But before man is instructed in the things of love and faith, he is in an obscure state, that is, in regard to knowledges… (AC 1453) 

Without the acquisition of memory-knowledges, a man cannot as a man have any idea of thought. The ideas of thought are founded on those things which have been impressed on the memory from the things of sensation; and therefore memory-knowledges are vessels of spiritual things… (AC 1435).

A man is introduced to wisdom, or to life, by means of knowing, that is, by means of knowledges. In every man there are two parts, the will and the understanding…. The will is being formed in man by the Lord from infancy to childhood, which is brought about by means of the innocence that is insinuated, and by means of charity toward parents, nurses, and little children of a like age; and by means of many other things that man knows nothing of…. Unless these heavenly things were first insinuated into a man… he could by no means become a man. Thus the first plane is formed. 

But as a man is not a man unless he is also endowed with understanding… and as understanding cannot be acquired except by means of knowledges, therefore he must, from his childhood, be gradually imbued with these. Thus the second plane is formed. 

When the intellectual part has been instructed in knowledges, especially in the knowledges of truth and good, then first the man can be regenerated. And when he is being regenerated, truths and goods are implanted by the Lord by means of knowledges in the heavenly things with which he had been endowed by the Lord from infancy, so that his intellectual things make a one with his heavenly things. And when the Lord has thus conjoined them, the man is endowed with charity, from which he begins to act. This charity is [a matter] of conscience… Thus the third plane is formed… (AC 1555:2, 3).
Within knowledge an inclination… exists… which first of all disposes it to take pleasure in knowing just for the sake of knowing, and with no other end in view. This is so with everyone: his spirit takes great delight in knowing, so that it scarcely desires anything better, knowledge being its food by which it is sustained and renewed, as the external man is by earthly food. And this [knowledge] that nourishes his spirit is communicated to the external man to the end that the external man may be adapted so as to serve the internal… (AC 1480).

Children… first learn many things, even trifling ones, such as things relating to games and the like, not that these may make them wise, but that they may prepare the way for the reception of useful things which are of wisdom. And when things of wisdom have been received, earlier knowledges are separated and indeed cast away. It is as with fruits, which are first filled with sour juice before they can receive sweet juice, the sour juice that is not genuine being the means of introducing the sweet… (AC 3470:2).

During childhood the knowledges in a man never come from what is interior, but from the objects of the senses, especially from the hearing. For… there are in the external man receiving vessels, called the things of the memory, and these are formed by means of knowledges… with the internal man flowing in and helping. Consequently knowledges are learned and are implanted in the memory in accordance with the influx of the internal man… (AC 1460).

Questions and Thoughts for Reflection

Have you experienced times when, like Manoah, you prayed that the Lord would show you what to do or give you the right words to say to a child?
Children have thoughts and affections within their experiences when they are alone which we know nothing about. How much can or should we control what children experience? Can we control the environment so they can explore safely as if of themselves?

Children thirst for knowledge and hunger for affection. How do we provide both? How do we make time for our children?

We may think we give children affections, but the truth is that the Lord inspires affections by means of influx through heaven. We may invite or encourage affections through the words we use and the actions we approve. 

We want our children to have good affections, such as an affection for the Word, and for treating other children well. How can we tell whether they are developing good affections? Is delight a reliable measure of the use of an experience?

Children love to explore and are like sponges in what they pick up. The eternal “”Why?” is also part of growth. How do you handle it? What if you don’t know why?

Some public schools have celebrities come in and read favorite children’s books to the students. Would it be useful to have a program of parents coming in to read their favorite worship stories to kids? What lesson might the kids learn? What if teenagers or college students did it? 
Children learn “especially by hearing” (AC 1460). What role does music play in a child’s life? Can we teach listening skills? How? 

Reading Number Three: Levels of Learning

And in the seven plentiful years the earth brought forth by the handfuls. And [Joseph] gathered up all the food of seven years that were in the land of Egypt, and laid up the food in cities… (Genesis 41:47-48).

As regards sensuous truth, it is the first truth that insinuates itself, for in childhood the judgment does not go higher. Sensuous truth consists in seeing all earthly and worldly things as being created by God, and each and every thing for a purpose, and in all things whatsoever a certain image of God’s kingdom… (AC 1434).

Sensuous truths are those in which children are, and truths of memory-knowledge are the kind of truths the same children are in as they grow up. For no one can be in truths of memory-knowledge unless he is first in sensuous truths, since the ideas of memory-knowledge are procured from sensuous truths. And from these memory-knowledges, truths still more interior, which are called doctrinal truths, may afterwards be learned and comprehended… (AC 3309).
The memory-knowledge of concepts [cognitiones] is attended with… something natural…  as is manifested in children when they first begin to learn, namely, that the higher things are, the more they desire them; and still more when they hear that they are heavenly and Divine. But this delight is natural, and arises from a desire that is of the external man…. 
The memory-knowledge of concepts is nothing but an instrumental agency having for its end a use, namely, that the concepts may serve heavenly and spiritual things as vessels. And when they are thus serving, they are then for the first time in their use, and receive from the use their delight. Anyone can see, if he pays attention, that in itself the memory-knowledge of concepts is nothing but a means by which a man may become rational, and thence spiritual, and at last heavenly; and that by means of the concepts his external man may be adjoined to his internal; and when this is done, he is in the use itself. The internal man regards nothing but the use. For the sake of this end also, the Lord insinuates the delight that childhood and youth perceives in memory-knowledges. But when a man begins to make his delight consist in memory-knowledge alone, it is a bodily cupidity which carries him away…. But in proportion as the memory-knowledges are learned with the end of use—as for the sake of human society, for the sake of the Lord’s church on earth, for the sake of the Lord’s kingdom in the heavens, and still more for the Lord’s own sake—the more they are opened toward Him… (AC 1472).

The heavenly things that are of love are insinuated from the earliest infancy up to childhood, and also to youth, when being a man he is then and afterwards imbued with knowledges [scientiis] and concepts. If the man is such that he can be regenerated, these knowledges and concepts are then filled with the heavenly things that are of love and charity, and are thus implanted in the heavenly things with which he has been gifted from infancy up to childhood and youth; and thus his external man is conjoined with his internal man. They are first implanted in the heavenly things with which he was gifted in youth, next in those with which he was gifted in childhood, and finally in those with which he was gifted in infancy…. This implantation is effected by the Lord alone; and for this reason nothing heavenly is possible with man, nor can be, that is not from the Lord, and that is not the Lord’s (AC 1616:4). 

There are also in the natural man reasonings that are grounded in falsities impressed from infancy…. This also causes him to believe the body to be everything; and all that does not fall into the natural sense, he scarcely believes to be anything (AC 3321:2). 

Questions and Thoughts for Reflection

The years of plenty mean storing up knowledges for future times when they are needed. How do we motivate older children to learn things they don’t need at the moment?

Try to think through the difference between the foundation of sensuous truths that an infant learns and the memory-knowledges that a child learns. How does seeing the distinction help us teach?

Did you notice the foundational truth in AC 1472 that all things are created by God, have a purpose, and mirror the Lord’s kingdom? How often in a day do you point your children to these concepts?

Since children are particularly delighted if what they learn is heavenly or Divine, how do we make what we teach them heavenly or Divine? 
Can you see why some people define New Church education as education for heaven? How can we best cooperate with the Lord for this end? 

Knowledges are also learned for the sake of use to human society, the Church, the Lord’s Kingdom, even the Lord Himself.  Can you see why some people define New Church education as education for use?

Some speak of New Church education as an extension of the home. In what way is this true?  If it is true, what is the parents’ role in relation to the school’s? 

Reading Number Four: Learning from the Word

Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and you shall find; knock, and it shall be opened to you. For everyone who asks, receives; and he who seeks, finds; and to him who knocks, it shall be opened.

Or what man is there of you, who, if his son asks for bread, will give him a stone? And if he asks for a fish, will he give him a serpent? If you then, being wicked, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more shall your Father who is in the heavens give good things to them who seek Him?

Therefore all things whatever you wish that that men should do to you, do ye even so to them; for this is the Law and the Prophets (Matthew 7:7-12).

The external man is corporeal and sensuous; nor does it receive anything heavenly and spiritual unless concepts are implanted in it, as in ground; for in these, heavenly things can have their recipient vessels. But the concepts must be from the Word. Concepts from the Word are such that they are open from the Lord Himself; for the Word itself is from the Lord through heaven, and the Lord’s life is in all things of the Word, both in general and in particular, although it does not appear so in the external form… (AC 1461). 

Unless everything in the Word represents, and unless all the words by which everything in it is written signify the Divine things pertaining to the Lord, thus the heavenly and spiritual things belonging to His kingdom, the Word is not Divine. But being so it could not possibly be written in any other style; for by means of this style and not possibly by any other, human things and human words correspond to heavenly things and heavenly ideas, even to the least jot. From this it is that if the Word is read even by a little child, the Divine things in it are perceived by the angels (see n. 1776) (AC 2899). 
The nature of [children’s] tender understanding was also shown me when I was praying the Lord’s Prayer…. Yet their ideas in that tenderness were capable of being opened even to the Lord, that is, even from the Lord, for the Lord inflows into the ideas of little children especially, from the inmosts; for nothing has yet closed their ideas, as is the case with adults—no principle of falsity against the understanding of truth, and no life of evil against the reception of good, and thus nothing against becoming wise (AC 2291). 

That childlike state is holy, because it is innocent. Ignorance by no means precludes holiness when there is innocence in it, for holiness dwells in ignorance that is innocent…         (AC 1557:2).

Once something has been implanted in people from their earliest years as being holy, the more so if received from their fathers, and thus is inrooted, the Lord in no way breaks it—provided it is not contrary to order itself—but bends it (AC 2160:5). 
"A tent" signifies the church in respect to doctrine and worship, because those who were of the church in most ancient times dwelt in tabernacles and tents, and also journeyed with them, for they were then mostly shepherds of sheep; and the father of the family taught those who were born of his house the precepts of charity and thus the life of love, in tents, as was afterwards done in temples; and this is why a "tent" has a similar meaning as "the house of God," namely, the worship of God according to doctrine, consequently also the church, since the church is a church from a life according to doctrine, and a life according to doctrine is worship (AE 799).

Questions and Thoughts for Reflection

How do you see the passage from Matthew 7 applying to parenting or to another aspect of life?

What age should you start family worship? When should a young child begin to attend with the rest of the family?

As adults we know that all religion is of life. Worship is useful and important, but how do we also encourage religion of life with our children? 

An older couple once said that in family worship the husband provides the leadership and the wife provides the space.  Does this hold true at your house?

Presuming it is customary for the father to lead worship, how do you handle it when the father is away or has a traveling job?  

How can we encourage our children to read the Word and pray daily on their own?

If you talk to middle school-age kids they often feel they’re most connected to the church when they can actively volunteer to help. Do we provide enough opportunities?  

Reading Number Five: Learning for Use

I will make them hear my words that they may learn to fear Me all the days that they shall live upon the earth, and that they may teach their children (Deuteronomy 4:10).

There are two states from which comes heavenly light. The first is the state a man is introduced into from infancy; for it is known that infants are in innocence and in the goods of love, which are the heavenly things into which they are at first introduced by the Lord, and which are stored up in the child for use in later life, and for his use when he comes into the other life. These are what are called the first remains, spoken of in several places before. The other state is that man is introduced into spiritual and heavenly things by means of knowledges, which must be implanted in the heavenly things given from infancy (AC 1548).
Regarded in itself, the truth learned from childhood is nothing but a vessel adapted to the reception of what is heavenly. Truth has no life from itself, but only from the heavenly [influence] that flows in… (AC 1496).           

The memory-knowledges acquired in childhood are very numerous, but are disposed by the Lord into order so as to serve for use: first, to give the ability to think; then that they may be of use by means of thought; and lastly that this may take effect, that is to say, that the very life may consist in use, and be a life of uses. These are the things performed by the memory-knowledges that are acquired in childhood; and without them the external man can never be conjoined with the internal, and at the same time become use. When man becomes use, that is, when he thinks all things from the end of use, and does all things for the end of use—if not by manifest reflection, still by tacit reflection… then the memory-knowledges which have served the first use—that the man may become rational—being no longer of service, are destroyed… (AC 1487).
Unless the knowledges which in childhood have performed the use of making the man rational are destroyed… truth can never be conjoined with what is celestial. These first memory-knowledges are for the most part earthly, bodily, and worldly. However Divine the precepts may be that a child learns, he still has no other idea of them than that which is obtainable from such knowledges. And therefore, so long as those lowest knowledges cling to him, from which he gets his ideas, his mind cannot be elevated… (AC 1489). 

The order is for what is heavenly to inflow into the spiritual and adapt it to itself; for the spiritual thus to inflow into the rational and adapt it to itself; and for the rational thus to inflow into the memory-knowledge and adapt it to itself. But when a man is being instructed in his earliest childhood, the order is indeed the same, but it appears otherwise, namely, that he advances from memory-knowledges to rational things, from these to spiritual things, and so at last to heavenly things. The reason it so appears is that a way must thus be opened to heavenly things, which are the inmost. All instruction is simply an opening of the way…. These heavenly and spiritual things are continually presenting themselves, and are also preparing and forming for themselves the vessels which are being opened. This may also be seen from the fact that in themselves the memory-knowledge and rational are dead, and that it is from the inflowing interior life that they seem to be alive… (AC 1495:2).
Be it known that all the good a man has thought and done from infancy even to the last of his life, remains; in like manner all the evil, so that not the least of it completely perishes. Both are inscribed on his book of life (that is, on each of his memories), and on his nature, that is, his native disposition and genius (AC 2256:2).

Questions and Thoughts for Reflection

New Church education is sometimes defined as education for use. A public school teacher might also say that he is educating for use. What is the difference?

Many educators subscribe to the idea of learning by doing.  The Writings define use as doing. What do these concepts say about chores and learning to help?

Sometimes it can seem as if children forget everything we ever told them. How is this true, and how is it not so?

In later childhood children become more and more aware of the differences between boys and girls. How do we determine what is appropriate to teach them?

Who should teach children about relations between the sexes? When? In what sphere and how?

At what age or in what circumstance do you think it is useful for boys and girls to be separated in the classroom? 
Reading Number Six: Inherited Weaknesses

The son does not bear the iniquity of the father. When the son has done judgment and justice, and has kept all My statutes, and has done them, living he shall​ ​live.

The soul that sins, it shall ​die. The son shall not bear the iniquity of the father, neither shall the father bear the iniquity of the son; the justice of the just shall be upon him, and the wickedness of the wicked shall be upon him.

But if the wicked will turn ​back from all his sins that he has done, and keep all My statutes, and do judgment and justice, living he shall live; he shall not die.  All his transgressions that he has committed, they shall not be mentioned to him; in his justice that he has done he shall​ ​live. Delighting do I delight in the death of the wicked, says the Lord Jehovih, and not in his returning from his ways, that he should live? (Ezekiel 18:19-23)
A man derives the good into which he is born from his parents, either father or mother; for all that which parents have contracted by frequent use and habit, or have become imbued with by actual life until it has become so familiar to them that it appears as if natural, is transmitted into their children, and becomes hereditary… (AC 3469:3).

Little children are of diverse genius and of diverse natural disposition, and this is from what they inherit from their parents, and by succession from grandparents and great-grandparents; for the actual life with parents, confirmed by habit, becomes a second nature, and is implanted hereditarily in the infants, and this is the source of their diverse tendencies (AC 2300). 

Sensuous things… usually captivate man in his childhood, and draw him away from good things. For so far as a man indulges the pleasures that originate from cupidities, he is drawn away from the heavenly things that are of love and charity, because in those pleasures there is love from self and from the world, with which heavenly love cannot agree (AC 1547). 

Principles of falsity, imbued from infancy and afterwards confirmed, must be shaken off before the man can be regenerated… (AC 2967:3, 1542).
The goods of infancy… although they appear good, are not good as long as hereditary evil contaminates them. That which is inherent and… adheres is from the love of self and the love of the world. Whatever is of the love of self and of the love of the world then appears as good, but is not good; but still it is to be called good so long as it is in an infant or a child who does not yet know what is truly good. The ignorance excuses, and the innocence makes it appear as good. But the case is different when the man has been instructed and knows what good and evil are… (AC 1667:2).

The Lord by no means desires to destroy suddenly the worship that has been inseminated in anyone from his infancy. For this would be to tear up the root, and thereby destroy the holy state of adoration and of worship that has been deeply implanted, and which the Lord never breaks, but bends. The holy state of worship that has been rooted in from infancy is of such a nature that it cannot endure violence, but only a gentle and kindly bending… (AC 1992:4).
Questions and Thoughts for Reflection

Do you sometimes recognize yourself in your children?  Does this help or hinder your ability to handle the issues or challenges they face?

“Naturally good” or easy children often do not really face their potential selfishness. Is it necessary that they do so? If so, how do we lead them to confront their propriums?

Since the Lord is patient and bends rather than breaks, what does that tell us as parents?

Parental pride is normal, but can you think of places where it sometimes gets out of hand? Little league?
